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Farming in Agronet Houses

Bkn’s SKRAU's research

on cucumber production
yleldmg p0s1l:1ve results

Agri Experts from SKRAU eplalnlng abnuth the Agronet House's
effect on farming of cucumber & others in Bikaner on Sunday.

First India Bureau
Bikaner

The ongoing research
work on cucumber pro-
duction in Agronet House
(Shadenet House) of
Swami Keshwanand Ra-
jasthan Agricultural Uni-
versity has yielded posi-
tive results. Vice-Chan-
cellor Dr Arun Kumar
said that the production
of cucumber started in
Agronet House only after
about a month of sowing
the seeds. He said that
research is being done on
the benefits to farmers.
Agronet houses are
built at a lower cost than
polyhouses. PHED Stu-

‘HIGH YIELDS & MORE
INCOME AT LESS COST
THROUGH AGRONET’

Horticulture Depart-
@ ment Head Dr PK

Yadav said that in
the off season, cucumbers
are produced in polyhouses
and shednets and the May
and June temperature af-
fects production. “Farmers
can get high yields and
more income at less cost

through Agronet House in
less space,” he said.

dent Guide and Assistant
Professor Dr Sushil Ku-
mar said that about 40-70
kg cucumbers are pro-
duced every day.
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UK patent for Bikaner agriculture univ’s
low-cost stubble management machine

Ashish.Mehta@timesgroup.com

Jaipur: An innovative and af-
fordable stubble chopper-cum-
spreader machine, designed by
four professors and a student
of the Bikaner agriculture uni-
versity, has secured a United
Kingdom (UK) patent. The ma-
chine is expected to provide
farmers an alternative to other
expensiveoptions in thefuture.

Themachine will help farm-
ers manage stubble at a signifi-

» Innovative & affordable
stubble chopper-cum-

CHEAPER ALTERNATIVE FOR FARMERS

e

File phuiﬂ of stubble buming at Tibbi village of Han umaﬁgarh_

740,000-60,000, which is four
times lesser than similar
machines that cost between

Yogendra Kumar Singh, Dr
Pramod Kumar Yadav, and
student Shaurya Singh of
the agricultural university
worked on this project.

TO1 spoke to vice-chancel-
lor Dr Arun Kumar on the
achievement: “Machines cur-
rently available for crop resid-
ue management are quite ex-
pensive even after subsidy A
common farmer cannot afford
it. But our machine will be
availableat a price almost four

cantly lower cost and will be
available in the Indian market
in the range of Rs 40,000-60,000
onee it islocally approved. Typi-
cally, such machines cost be-
tween Rs2and Rs3lakh.
Scientists of the Swami
Keshwanand Rajasthan Agri-
cultural University (SKRAL),
which includes vice-chancel-
lor Dr Arun Kumar, received

spreader machine designed by
four professors and a student
of Swami Keshwanand

Swami Rajasthan Agricultural
University (SKRAU)

> Indian market price of
machine in the range of

12 and 23 lakh currently

» Vice-chancellor Dr Arun Kumar,
Dr Manmeet Kaur, Dr Yogendra
Kumar Singh, Dr Pramod Kumar
Yadav, and student Shaurya
Singh worked on project

the patent from the UK for the
‘stubble-chopper<cum-spread-
er', a crop residue manage-

ment machine.
Other than Dr Arun Ku-
mar, Dr Manmeet Kaur, Dr

times less. We have also ap-
plied for an India patent.”
“Research and projects
done by our scientists have
made the university famous at
the global level. Earlier last
vear, SKRAU got a patent for a
millet biscuit from the Federal
Republic of Germany,” he said.

»ContinuedonP 4

Farmers of other states to benefit: Yadav

» Continued from P1

Jaipur: Universitydean Dr P
K Yadav, who was part of the
project, said, “Crop residue
management has been a
burning problem in the coun-
try for a long time. Our low-
cost machine will have a ma-
jor impact in the future.

Farmers from other states
too will benefit from it.”

Dr Y K Singh said that
while it took about five to six
months to get a patent from
the UK, the patent for this ma-
chine was granted in a
month. “The stubble after it's
cut will also become organic
fertilizer,” Singh said.

According to assistant
professor Dr Manmeet Kaur,
India produces about 650 mil-
lion tonnes of crop residue
every year “Since farmers
want to produce more crops,
it has become common to
burn crop residue for quick
disposal. This machine will
bringabigchange,” she said.
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